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The almond is the very first tree to flower. It blossoms in the midst 
of winter, generally in February and is therefore seen by many to 
herald the arrival of spring. Spring is known throughout the world 
as the time of revival and resurrection. The almond therefore rep-
resents hope for restoration of a new life after the cold winter. 

For Khojaly, an ancient Azerbaijani settlement in mountainous 
region of Karabakh the blossoming almond also embodies that 
hope. Hope that there will be justice for the genocide committed 
in February 1992 and hope that there will be a promise that such 
atrocities will never, ever happen again.

The almond signifies another important mission: honoring and 
keeping the memories of the victims alive and relieving the suf-
fering of their families.

... It was late February 1992, just as the almond trees had scat-
tered their blossoms throughout the small town of Khojaly that it 
played witness to the snow turning an unnatural colour of red ...





HISTORICAL
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After the signing of the 
Gulistan and Turkmenchay 
treaties in 1813 and 1828 
respectively, there was a very 
rapid mass resettlement of 
Armenians to Azerbaijani lands 
and a subsequent artificial di-
vision of territory. Although the 
Armenian incomers constituted 
a small minority in the region, 
they soon pursued a policy of 
political expansion and devised 
aggressive plans for its imple-
mentation.
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The First World War also contributed to the increase in numbers 
of Armenians in the South Caucasus. That process, accompanied 
by the imposition of artificial territorial division, laid the basis for 
long-term instability, tension and conflict in the area. Between 1905 
and 1907 the Armenian nationalists conducted a series of large-scale 
bloody attacks against Azerbaijanis. The atrocities began in Baku 
and extended over the whole of Azerbaijan and Azerbaijani villages 
in the lands of present-day Armenia. Hundreds of settlements were 
destroyed and wiped off the face of the earth, and thousands of ci-
vilians were brutally slain. 

Taking advantage of the situation created by the First World War 
and the February and October 1917 revolutions in Russia, the Ar-
menian nationalists pursued their plans under the banner of Bol-
shevism. Thus, with the pretext of combating counter-revolutionary 
elements, in March 1918 the Baku commune began to implement 
a plan to eliminate Azerbaijanis from the whole of Baku province. 
Apart from Baku, and solely because of their ethnic identity, thou-
sands of Azerbaijanis were also annihilated in the Shamakhy and 
Guba districts, as well as in Karabakh, Zangezur, Nakhchivan, Lan-
karan and other regions of Azerbaijan. In those areas, the civilian 
population was exterminated en masse, villages were burned and 
national cultural monuments were obliterated.

Following the establishment of Soviet rule in Armenia in late 1920, 
the Armenians were presented with a real opportunity to fulfil their 
dream of extending the Armenian State onto the lands of other na-
tions. Over the 70-years of Soviet rule, they did this systematical-
ly and methodically at Azerbaijan’s expense, using every means 
possible to expel Azerbaijanis from their lands. Thus, in 1920 the 
Armenians declared Zangezur and a number of other Azerbaijani 
lands to be part of the Armenian Soviet Socialist Republic (SSR). 
Moreover, although the mountainous part of Karabakh was retained 
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The resettlement of Armenians from Iran to Azerbaijani territories (Nakhchivan,
Irevan, Karabakh). Picture by the Russian painter V. Mashkov, 1828.

The monument laid by Armenians on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of their 
resettlement from Iran to Azerbaijan. Aghdara, Azerbaijan, 1978.

View of the monument after Armenian separatists destroyed the section indicating the 
date of resettlement (“150 years”). Aghdara, Azerbaijan, 1988.
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within Azerbaijan, it was nevertheless given the status of autonomy 
with its administrative borders defined in such a way as to ensure 
that the Armenian population constituted a majority. Thus, an arti-
ficial entity was created on the territory of Azerbaijan, while more 
than half-a-million Azerbaijanis living compactly in Armenia at the 
time were refused the same privilege.

Apart from that, during the Soviet period, purposeful efforts have 
been taken towards changing the demographic composition of the 
population in Armenia. Thus, under the pretext of resettling Ar-
menians arriving from abroad, many Azerbaijanis were forced to 
leave Armenia. By special decisions of the USSR Council of Minis-
ters, adopted on 23 December 1947 and 10 March 1948, more than 
150,000 Azerbaijanis were forced to move to Azerbaijan from their 
historical homelands in Armenia in the period from 1948 to 1953. 

At the end of 1987, the Armenian SSR openly laid claim to the 
territory of the Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast (NKAO) of 
the Azerbaijan SSR. Then began further expulsions of Azerbaijanis 
from the Armenian SSR and the NKAO. A number of unlawful de-
cisions were taken by both Armenia and the Armenian community 
in Nagorno-Karabakh to institute a process of unilateral secession 
of the region from Azerbaijan.

On 22 February 1988 near the settlement of Askeran on the Khan-
kendi-Aghdam highway, the Armenian nationalists opened fire on 
a peaceful Azerbaijani demonstration. Two Azerbaijani youths lost 
their lives in consequence, becoming the first victims of the conflict.

Shortly after the assertion of claims on Nagorno-Karabakh, the Ar-
menian authorities issued instructions that resulted in about 250,000 
Azerbaijanis being forcibly deported from their homes in Armenia. 
The process of deportation was accompanied by widespread and 
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systematic killings, torture, destruction of property and pillaging 
throughout Armenia. In total, 216 Azerbaijanis were killed in Ar-
menia during 1987-1989, including children, women and elderly 
people.

Long before the world witnessed the horrifying terrorist attacks that 
took place on 11 September, 2001 and afterwards in different coun-
tries, Armenian security agencies and terrorist organizations were 
perpetrating terrorist acts within Azerbaijan, targeting civilian facil-
ities, including industrial units and means of air, sea and land trans-
portation. Such acts took the lives of over 2,000 Azerbaijanis from 
the late 1980s, the majority of them women, elderly and children.

Shortly after the Soviet Union ceased to exist at the end of 1991 and 
both Armenia and Azerbaijan were accorded international recogni-
tion, armed hostilities and Armenian attacks on Azerbaijan intensi-
fied. Armenia unleashed the war, used force against Azerbaijan and 
occupied its territories, including the Nagorno-Karabakh region and 
seven adjacent districts. It conducted ethnic cleansing of the areas 

WALLS OF SHUSHA CASTLE
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seized, expelling about one million Azerbaijanis from their land of 
origin, and committed other serious crimes during the conflict. Fi-
nally, it established a subordinate, ethnically pure separatist entity 
on the occupied Azerbaijani territory.

The international community has consistently deplored and con-
demned the use of military force against Azerbaijan and the re-
sulting occupation of its territories. In 1993, acting on behalf of all 
members of the United Nations, the UN Security Council adopted 
resolutions 822 (1993), 853 (1993), 874 (1993) and 884 (1993), 
condemning the use of force against Azerbaijan and the occupation 
of its territories, while reaffirming the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Azerbaijan and the inviolability of its internationally 
recognized borders. In those resolutions, the UN Security Council 
reaffirmed that Nagorno-Karabakh region is part of Azerbaijan and 
demanded the immediate, full and unconditional withdrawal of the 
occupying forces from all occupied territories of Azerbaijan. The 
UN General Assembly adopted three resolutions on the conflict 
(48/114 of 20 December 1993, 60/285 of 7 September 2006 and 
62/243 of 14 March 2008) and included as a special item “The sit-
uation in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan” on the agenda of 
its regular sessions. Other international organizations have adopted 
similar positions.
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BASIC FACTS

Khojaly is a town in the Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan with a total 
area of 0,94 sq. km and a population before the conflict of 7,000. Having the 
only civil airport in the area, Khojaly was an important centre of communica-
tions.

From October 1991, the town was entirely surrounded by Armenian forces. 
On 30 October ground traffic was cut off and helicopter became the only 
means of transportation. When a civilian helicopter was brought down over 
Shusha city, killing 40 people, helicopter traffic also ceased. From January 
1992 the town had no electricity. Khojaly lived on due to the courage of its 
people and the heroism of its defenders.

Over the night of 25-26 February 1992, following a massive artillery bombard-
ment Armenian armed forces and paramilitary units, with support from the for-
mer USSR’s 366th Motorised Infantry Regiment, moved in to seize the town.

Once the assault began, the remaining inhabitants (about 2500 people), tried 
to leave, hoping to reach the nearest area under Azerbaijanis control. But most 
hoped in vain. They were either killed by gunfire from Armenian military 
posts or captured near the villages of Nakhchyvanly and Pirjamal. Others, 
mainly women and children, died from frostbite while wandering in the moun-
tains. Only a few were able to reach Azerbaijani controlled town of Aghdam. 

Undoubtedly, what happened in Khojaly was the largest massacre of the 
conflict. In all, the assault and capture of the town took the lives of 613 of 
its people, including 106 women, 63 children and 70 elderly. 1,275 were 
taken hostage, while the fate of 150 people remains unknown. The town was 
razed to the ground. In the course of that tragic night 487 inhabitants of Kho-
jaly were wounded, including 76 children; eight families were completely 
wiped out; 130 children lost one parent and 25 children lost both. Of those 
who perished, 56 were killed with a particular cruelty: they were variously 
burned alive, scalped, beheaded or had eyes gouged out, pregnant women 
were bayoneted in the abdomen.
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PERPETRATORS
OF THE CRIME

Apart from denying responsibility for its occupation and military presence 
in the territories of Azerbaijan, official Yerevan does all it can to represent 
the massacre in Khojaly as an action by Azerbaijanis who allegedly ob-
structed the evacuation of the civilian population from the area and, even 
worse, gunned down their compatriots, in order to exploit large numbers of 
civilian casualties for their own internal political ends.

However, there are more than sufficient evidence, reports from numer-
ous sources, including eyewitnesses, governments, intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations and mass media, that testify to Armenia’s 
responsibility, including that of its political and military leaderships and sub-
ordinate separatist armed groups, for the crimes committed in Khojaly. 

In its judgment of 22 April 2010, the European Court of Human Rights not-
ed in particular the following:
“It appears that the reports available from independent sources indicate that 
at the time of the capture of Khojaly on the night of 25 to 26 February 1992 
hundreds of civilians of Azerbaijani ethnic origin were reportedly killed, 
wounded or taken hostage, during their attempt to flee the captured town, by 
Armenian fighters attacking the town”.

According to Armenian author Markar Melkonian, who dedicated a book to 
his brother, the well-known international terrorist Monte Melkonian (Markar 
Melkonian, My Brother’s Road: An American’s Fateful Journey to Armenia 
(London and New York, 2005), pp. 213-214), the town “had been a strategic 
goal, but it had also been an act of revenge”. The author particularly men-
tions the role of the fighters of the two Armenian military detachments “Ara-
bo” and “Aramo” and describes in detail how they butchered the peaceful 
inhabitants of Khojaly. Thus, as he puts it, some inhabitants of the town had 
almost made it to safety, after fleeing for nearly six miles, when “[Armenian] 
soldiers had chased them down”. The soldiers, in his words, “unsheathed 
the knives they had carried on their hips for so long, and began stabbing”.



25

KHOJALY GENOCIDE

The Khojaly events took place in a period when Serzh Sargsyan, the incum-
bent president of the Republic of Armenia served as the head of the illegal 
separatist regime’s “Self-Defence Forces Committee” and, accordingly, his 
recollections constitute one of the most important sources of evidence. The 
following words by Mr. Sargsyan leave no doubt as to the perpetrator of the 
crime in Khojaly: “Before Khojali, the Azerbaijanis thought that they were 
joking with us, they thought that the Armenians were people who could not 
raise their hand against the civilian population. We were able to break that 
[stereotype]. And that’s what happened.” (Thomas de Waal, Black Garden: 
Armenia and Azerbaijan through Peace and War (New York and London, 
2003), p. 172).

In answer to the journalist’s question as to whether he had any regrets about 
the deaths of thousands of people, Mr. Sargsyan answered quite unabash-
edly: “I have absolutely no regrets”, since “such upheavals are necessary, 
even if thousands have to die”. These words, from a man holding the highest 
political and military post in Armenia speak for themselves and disprove any 
attempt to deny Armenia’s responsibility for the crimes committed against 
Azerbaijani civilians during the conflict..
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QUALIFICATION
OF THE CRIME

The full range of international legal principles applies to the situation con-
cerning the territories of Azerbaijan currently under occupation by Arme-
nia, that is, the Nagorno-Karabakh region and seven surrounding territories 
seized during the armed conflict of the early 1990s. Such legal principles 
include those relating to the use of force; international humanitarian law; 
international human rights law and international responsibility.

There are sufficient grounds to conclude that the government of the Re-
public of Armenia and the subordinate forces for which it is liable under 
international law are responsible for serious violations of international hu-
manitarian and human rights law amounting to crimes under international 
law. The violations of the rules of war by the Armenian side include, inter 
alia, indiscriminate attacks, including the killing of civilians, the taking 
and holding of hostages, and the mistreatment and summary execution of 
prisoners of war and hostages.

In relevant resolutions adopted in 1993 in response to the unlawful use of 
force against Azerbaijan and occupation of its territories, the UN Security 
Council made specific reference to violations of international humanitarian 
law, including the displacement of a large number of civilians in Azerbai-
jan, attacks on civilians and the bombardment of inhabited areas within 
Azerbaijan. In its judgment of 22 April 2010, the European Court of Human 
Rights determined the massacre of the Azerbaijani civilian population of 
the Khojaly town to be “acts of particular gravity which may amount to war 
crimes or crimes against humanity”.

The official investigation conducted in Azerbaijan found that the following 
elements of the crime of genocide, as defined under international law, par-
ticularly the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide, are present with regard to the attacks on civilians in Khojaly: the 
actus reus consisting of killing and causing serious bodily or mental harm; 
the existence of a protected group being targeted by the authors of criminal 
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conduct; and the specific genocidal intent to annihilate, in whole or in part, 
a group distinguished on racial, ethnic, national or religious grounds. Ac-
cording to the findings of the investigation, the following requirements are 
met for the purpose of sustaining charges of genocide with regard to crimes 
committed in Khojaly: clear and convincing proof of intent to destroy a 
group in whole or in part; the fact that the destruction that took place in 
Khojaly was “significant” enough to affect the defined group as a whole; 
and the crime was committed within a specific geographic locality.
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RESPONSIBILITY UNDER
INTERNATIONAL LAW

Offences committed during the conflict between Armenia and Azer-
baijan entail both state and individual criminal responsibility under 
international law.

Thus, due to its initial and continuing aggression against Azerbaijan 
and persisting occupation of that state’s territory, the Republic of Ar-
menia bears full international responsibility for breaches of interna-
tional law. Such responsibility, arising from Armenia’s internationally 
wrongful acts, involves legal consequences manifested in an obliga-
tion to cease such acts, to offer appropriate assurances and guarantees 
that they will not recur and to provide full reparation for injury in the 
form of restitution, compensation and satisfaction, either singly or in 
combination.

Alongside the Republic of Armenia’s responsibility as a state for in-
ternationally wrongful acts, under the customary and treaty norms of 
international criminal law, certain acts perpetrated in the context of an 
armed conflict, including those in the town of Khojaly, are viewed as 
international criminal offences and individual responsibility for them 
is borne by those who participated in the acts, their accomplices and 
accessories. It is well known that both the current and former pres-
idents of Armenia, Serzh Sargsyan and Robert Kocharian, together 
with many other high-ranking political and military officials of that 
state, as well as leaders of the separatist regime established by Arme-
nia in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan, participated personally 
in seizing Azerbaijani lands and in the actions taken against Azerbai-
jani civilians and armed forces. It is clear that, given the scale and 
gravity of the offences that they committed, criminal prosecution of 
those persons would be an inevitable consequence.
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Although Azerbaijan suffered 
at that time under an infor-
mation blockade and extensive 
pro-Armenian propaganda in 
the world’s media, the Khojaly 
massacre was widely reported. 
The brutality of the Armenian 
actions and the gravity of the 
crimes committed against 
civilian Azerbaijanis were such 
high scale that they simply 
could not be ignored.
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Officials of the main mosque in this town just east of the embattled 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh said they buried 27 bodies today, 
brought from an Azerbaijani town inside the enclave that was cap-
tured Wednesday by Armenian militiamen.

Refugees fleeing the fighting in Khojaly, a town of 6,000 northeast 
of the enclave’s capital, Stepanakert, claimed that up to 500 peo-
ple, including women and children, were killed in the attack. No 
independent estimate of deaths was available here. The Aghdam 
mosque’s director, Said Sadikov said refugees from Khojaly had 
registered the names of 477 victims with his mosque since Wednes-
day. 

Officials in Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, estimated the deaths in 
Khojaly at 100, while Armenian officials in their capital, Yerevan, 
said only two Azerbaijanis were killed in the attack. An official 
from Baku said here that his government fears Azerbaijanis would 
turn against it if they knew how many had been killed.

Of seven bodies seen here today, two were children and three were 
women, one shot through the chest at what appeared to be close 
range. Another 120 refugees being treated at Aghdam’s hospital 
include many with multiple stab wounds.

By Thomas Goltz, Aghdam, Azerbaijan

The Washington Post, 28 February 1992,
“Nagorno-Karabakh victims buried in Azerbaijani town -
refugees claim hundreds died in Armenian attack”
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The Armenians who attacked Khojaly Tuesday night “were shoot-
ing, shooting, shooting”, said Raisa Aslanova, who reached Agh-
dam Wednesday night. She said her husband and a son-in-law were 
killed and her daughter was missing.

Among the refugees who fled here over the mountains from Na-
gorno-Karabakh were two Turkmen soldiers from former Soviet 
Interior Ministry forces who had taken refuge in Khojaly after de-
serting from their unit last Friday because, they said, Armenian 
non-commissioned officers had beaten them «for being Muslims».

The two deserters claimed their former unit, the 366th Division, 
was supporting the Armenian militiamen who captured Khojaly. 
They said they tried to help women and children escape. “We were 
bringing a group through the mountains when the Armenians found 
us and opened fire”, said Agamehmet Mutif, one of the deserters. 
“Twelve were killed”.
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The gruesome extent of February’s killings of Azeris by Armenians 
in the town of Khojaly is at last emerging in Azerbaijan - about 600 
men, women and children dead.

The State Prosecutor, Aydin Rasulov, the cheif investigator of a 15-
man team looking into what Azerbaijan calls the “Khojaly Massa-
cre”, said his figure of 600 people dead was a minimum on prelim-
inary findings. A similar estimate was given by Elman Memmedov, 
the mayor of Khojaly. An even higher one was printed in the Baku 
newspaper Ordu in May - 479 dead people named and more than 

By Helen Womack

The Independent, 29 February 1992

The Independent, 12 June 1992, “Painful search”

Elif Kaban, a Reuter correspondent in Aghdam, reported that af-
ter a massacre on Wednesday, Azeris were burying scores of peo-
ple who died when Armenians overran the town of Khojaly, the 
second-biggest Azeri settlement in the area. “The world is turning 
its back on what’s happening here. We are dying and you are just 
watching”, one mourner shouted at a group of journalists
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200 bodies reported unidentified. This figure of nearly 700 dead is 
quoted as official by the Ministry of Defence of Azerbaijan.

Franсois Zen Ruffinen, head of delegation of the International Red 
Cross in Baku, said the Muslim imam of the nearby city of Agh-
dam had reported a figure of 580 bodies received at his mosque 
from Khojaly, most of them civilians. “We did not count the bodies. 
But the figure seems reasonable. It is no fantasy”, Mr. Zen Ruffinen 
said. “We have some idea since we gave the body bags and products 
to wash the dead”.

Mr. Rasulov endeavours to give an unemotional estimate of the 
number of dead in the massacre. “Don’t get worked up. It will take 
several months to get a final figure”, the 43-years-old lawyer said at 
his small office.

Mr. Rasulov knows about these things. It took him two years to 
reach a firm conclusion that 131 people were killed and 714 wound-
ed when Soviet troops and tanks crushed a nationalist uprising in 
Baku in January 1990.

Officially, 184 people have so far been certified as dead, being the 
number of people that could be medically examined by the republic’s 
forensic department. “This is just a small percentage of the dead”, said 
Rafiq Youssifov, the republic’s chief forensic scientist. “They were the 
only bodies brought to us. Remember the chaos and the fact that we 
are Muslims and have to wash and bury our dead within 24 hours”.

Of these 184 people, 51 were women, and 13 were children under 
14 years old. Gunshots killed 151 people, shrapnel killed 20 and 
axes or blunt instruments killed 10. Exposure in the highland snows 
killed the last three. Thirty-three people showed signs of deliberate 
mutilation, including ears, noses, breasts or penises cut off and eyes 
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gouged out, according to Professor Youssifov’s report. Those 184 
bodies examined were less than a third of those believed to have 
been killed, Mr. Rasulov said.

“There were too many bodies of dead and wounded on the ground to 
count properly: 470-500 in Khojaly, 650-700 people by the stream 
and the road and 85-100 visible around Nakhchivanik village”, Mr. 
Manafov wrote in a statement countersigned by the helicopter pilot.

“People waved up to us for help. We saw three dead children and 
one two-years-old alive by one dead woman. The live one was pull-
ing at her arm for the mother to get up. We tried to land but Arme-
nians started a barrage against our helicopter and we had to return”.

There has been no consolidation of the lists and figures in circula-
tion because of the political upheavals of the last few months and 
the fact that nobody knows exactly who was in Khojaly at the time 
- many inhabitants were displaced from other villages taken over by 
Armenian forces.
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Survivors reported that Armenian soldiers shot and bayoneted 
more than 450 Azeris, many of them women and children. Hun-
dreds, possibly thousands, were missing and feared dead.

The attackers killed most of the soldiers and volunteers defending 
the women and children. They then turned their guns on the terri-
fied refugees. The few survivors later described what happened: 
“That’s when the real slaughter began”, said Azer Hajiev, one of 
three soldiers to survive. “The Armenians just shot and shot. And 
then they came in and started carving up people with their bayonets 
and knives”.

“They were shooting, shooting, shooting”, echoed Rasia Aslanova, 
who arrived in Aghdam with other women and children who made 
their way through Armenian lines. She said her husband, Kayun, 
and a son-in-law were massacred in front of her. Her daughter was 
still missing.

One boy who arrived in Aghdam had an ear sliced off.

The survivors said 2000 others, some of whom had fled separately, 
were still missing in the gruelling terrain; many could perish from 
their wounds or the cold.

By Thomas Goltz, Aghdam, Azerbaijan

The Sunday Times, 1 March 1992,
“Armenian soldiers massacre hundreds of fleeing families”
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By late yesterday, 479 deaths had been registered at the morgue in 
Aghdam, and 29 bodies had been buried in the cemetery. Of the 
seven corpses I saw awaiting burial, two were children and three 
were women, one shot through the chest at point blank range.

Aghdam hospital was a scene of carnage and terror. Doctors said 
they had 140 patients who escaped slaughter, most with bullet inju-
ries or deep stab wounds.

Nor were they safe in Aghdam. On Friday night rockets fell on the 
city which has a population of 150,000, destroying several build-
ings and killing one person.
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As we swooped low over the snow-covered hills of Nagorno-Karabagh 
we saw the scattered corpses. Apparently, the refugees had been shot 
down as they ran. An Azerbaijani film of the places we flew over, 
shown to journalists afterwards, showed dozens of corpses lying in 
various parts of the hills.

The Azerbaijanis claim that as many as 1000 have died in a mass 
killing of Azerbaijanis fleeing from the town of Khodjaly, seized by 
Armenians last week. A further 4,000 are believed to be wounded, 
frozen to death or missing.

The civilian helicopter’s job was to land in the mountains and pick 
up bodies at sites of the mass killings.

The civilian helicopter picked up four corpses, and it was during this 
and a previous mission that an Azerbaijani cameraman filmed the 
several dozen bodies on the hillsides.

Back at the airfield in Aghdam, we took a look at the bodies the 
civilian helicopter had picked up. Two old men and small girl were 
covered with blood, their limbs contorted by the cold and rigor mor-
tis. They had been shot.

By Anatol Lieven

The Times, 2 March 1992,
“Corpses litter hills in Karabakh”
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The last of the former Soviet troops in the Caucasus enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh began pulling out today as fresh evidence 
emerged of a massacre of civilians by Armenian militants.

The Itar-Tass press agency said the 366th Motorized Infantry Reg-
iment had started its withdrawal, in effect removing the last frail 
buffer separating the region’s two warring ethnic groups, Arme-
nians and Azerbaijanis.

The two sides made no attempt to interfere, it added.

Nagorno-Karabakh is within the Republic of Azerbaijan, but most 
of its population is Armenian.

The New York Times, 3 March 1992,
“Massacre by Armenians being reported”
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SHELLING IN TOWN REPORTED

The Azerbaijani press agency Azerinform reported fresh Armenian 
missile fire on the Azerbaijani-populated town of Shusha in Na-
gorno-Karabakh on Sunday night. It said several people had been 
wounded in another attack, on the settlement of Venjali, early to-
day.

The Republic of Armenia reiterated denials that its militants had 
killed 1,000 people in the Azerbaijani-populated town of Khojaly 
last week and had massacred men, women and children fleeing the 
carnage across snow-covered mountain passes.

But dozens of bodies scattered over the area lent credence to Azer-
baijani reports of a massacre.

Azerbaijani officials and journalists who flew briefly to the region 
by helicopter brought back three dead children with the backs of 
their heads blown off. They said shooting by Armenians had pre-
vented them from retrieving more bodies.

“Women and children had been scalped”, said Assad Faradzhev, 
an aide to Nagorno-Karabakh’s Azerbaijani Governor. “When we 
began to pick up bodies, they began firing at us”.

The Azerbaijani militia chief in Aghdam, Rashid Mamedov, said: 
“The bodies are lying there like flocks of sheep. Even the fascists 
did nothing like this”.
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TWO TRUCKS FILLED WITH BODIES

Near Aghdam on the outskirts of Nagorno-Karabakh, a Reuters 
photographer, Frederique Lengaigne, said she had seen two trucks 
filled with Azerbaijani bodies.

“In the first one I counted 35, and it looked as though there were 
almost as many in the second”, she said. “Some had their heads cut 
off, and many had been burned. They were all men, and a few had 
been wearing khaki uniforms”.

Ethnic violence and economic crisis threaten to tear apart the Com-
monwealth of Independent States, created by 11 former Soviet re-
publics in December. The commonwealth has been powerless in the 
face of the ethnic hatred rekindled in the age-old dispute between 
Christian Armenia and Muslim Azerbaijan, which are members.

Four years of fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh have killed 1,500 to 
2,000 people. The last week’s fighting has been the most savage 
yet.

The 366th Regiment, based in Stepanakert, the capital of Na-
gorno-Karabakh, has been caught at the center of fighting in which 
at least three of its soldiers were killed late last month.

Speaking to his Parliament in Yerevan, the Armenian capital, Pres-
ident Levon Ter-Petrosyan criticized the withdrawal from the en-
clave of the commonwealth’s last troops.

“This regiment, though not involved in military operations, was a 
stabilizing factor”, Mr. Ter-Petrosyan said..
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About 1,000 of Khojaly’s 10,000 people were massacred by the 
Armenian Army in Tuesdays attack. Azerbaijani television showed 
truckloads of corpses being evacuated from the Khojaly area.

The Washington Times, 2 March 1992,
“Armenian raid leaves Azeris dead or fleeing”
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A BBC reporter was live on line and he claimed that he had seen 
more than 100 bodies of Azerbaijani men, women and children as 
well as a baby who had been fatally shot in the head at very close 
range.

Very disturbing pictures showed many civilian corpses that had been 
picked up from the mountain. The reporter said that he, a camera-
man and western journalists had seen more than 100 corpses, men, 
women and children, massacred by Armenians. They had been shot 
in the head from as close as 1 metre. Pictures also showed about ten 
bodies (mainly women and children) shot in the head. Azerbaijan 
claimed that more than 1000 civilians had been massacred by Ar-
menian forces.

BBC1 Morning News Tuesday, 3 March 1992, 07:37

BBC1 Morning News Tuesday, 3 March 1992, 08:12
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Dozens of bodies lay scattered around the killing fields of Na-
gorno-Karabakh yesterday, evidence of the worst massacre in four 
years of fighting over the disputed territory.

Azeri officials who returned from the scene to this town about nine 
miles away brought back three dead children, the backs of their 
heads blown off.

At the local mosque, six other bodies lay stretched out, fully 
clothed, with their limbs frozen in the positions in which they were 
killed. Their faces were black from the cold.

“Telman!” screamed one woman, beating her breast furiously over 
the body of her dead father, who lay on his back with his stiff right 
arm jutting into the air.

Those who returned from a brief visit by helicopter to Khojaly, 
captured by the Armenians last week, said they had seen similar 
sights - only more. One Russian journalist said he had counted 
about 30 bodies within a radius of 50 yards from where the heli-
copter landed.

Armenia has denied atrocities or mass killings of Azeris after its 
well-armed irregulars captured Khojaly, the second-biggest Azeri 

By Brian Killen, Aghdam, Azerbaijan

The Washington Times, 3 March 1992,
“Atrocity reports horrify Azerbaijan”
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town in Nagorno-Karabakh, last Wednesday. Azerbaijan says 1,000 
people were killed.

“Women and children had been scalped”, said Assad Faradzhev, an 
aide to Karabakh’s Azeri governor.

Mr. Faradzhev said the helicopter, bearing Red Cross markings and 
escorted by two MI-24 helicopters of the former Soviet army, suc-
ceeded in picking up only the three children before Armenian mil-
itants opened fire. “When we began to pick up bodies, they started 
firing at us”, he said.

Mr. Faradzhev said they were on the ground for only 15 minutes.

“The combat helicopters fired red flares to signal that Armenians 
were approaching and it was time to leave. I was ready to blow 
myself up if we were captured”, he said pointing to a grenade in 
his coat pocket.

Reuters photographer Frederique Lengaigne saw two trucks full of 
Azeri corpses near Aghdam.

“In the first one, I counted 35, and it looked as though there were 
almost as many in the second. Some had their heads cut off and 
many had been burned. They were all men, and a few had been 
wearing khaki uniforms”, she said.

In Aghdam’s mosque, the dead bodies lay on mattresses under a na-
ked light bulb. People screamed insults at Azerbaijan’s president, 
Ayaz Mutalibov, saying he had not done enough to protect Kara-
bakh’s Azeri population.

Hundreds of people crowded outside chanting Islamic prayers. 
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Some wept uncontrollably and collapsed near their dead relatives, 
brought to the town by truck only minutes earlier.

Chilling film of dozens of stiffened corpses scattered over a snowy 
hillside backed accounts of the slaughter of women and children 
sobbed out by refugees who made it safely out of the disputed Cau-
casus enclave.

Azerbaijani television showed pictures of one truckload of bodies 
brought to the Azeri town of Aghdam, some with their faces appar-
ently scratched with knives or their eyes gouged out. One little girl 
had her arms stretched out as if crying for help.

“The bodies are lying there like flocks of sheep. Even the fascists 
did nothing like this”, said Aghdam militia commander Rashid Ma-
medov, referring to the Nazi invaders in World War II.

“Give us help to bring back the bodies and show people what hap-
pened”, Karabakh Gov. Musa Mamedov pleaded by telephone to 
the Soviet army base in Gyandzha, Azerbaijan’s second-largest 
city.

A helicopter pilot who took cameramen and Western correspon-
dents over the area reported seeing some corpses lying around 
Khojaly and dozens more near the Askeran Gap, a mountain pass 
only a few miles from Aghdam.
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More than sixty bodies, including those of women and children, 
have been spotted on hillsides in Nagorno-Karabakh, confirming 
claims that Armenian troops massacred Azeri refugees. Hundreds 
are missing.

Scattered amid the withered grass and bushes along a small valley 
and across the hillside beyond are the bodies of last Wednesday’s 
massacre by Armenian forces of Azerbaijani refugees.

In all, 31 bodies could be counted at the scene. At least another 31 
have been taken into Aghdam over the past five days. These figures 
do not include civilians reported killed when the Armenians stormed 
the Azerbaijani town of Khojaly on Tuesday night. The figures also 
do not include other as yet undiscovered bodies.

Zahid Jabarov, a survivor of the massacre, said he saw up to 200 
people shot down at the point we visited, and refugees who came 
by different routes have also told of being shot at repeatedly and 
of leaving a trail of bodies along their path. Around the bodies we 
saw were scattered possessions, clothing and personnel documents. 
The bodies themselves have been preserved by the bitter cold which 
killed others as they hid in the hills and forest after the massacre. All 
are the bodies of ordinary people, dressed in the poor, ugly clothing 
of workers.

By Anatol Lieven

The Times, 3 March 1992, “Massacre uncovered”
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Of the 31 we saw, only one policeman and two apparent national vol-
unteers were wearing uniform. All the rest were civilians, including 
eight women and three small children. Two groups, apparently fam-
ilies, had fallen together, the children cradled in the women’s arms.

Several of them, including one small girl, had terrible head injuries: 
only her face was left. Survivors have told how they saw Armenians 
shooting them point blank as they lay on the ground.
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A local truce was enforced to allow the Azerbaijanis to collect their 
dead and any refugees still hiding in the hills and forest. All are 
the bodies of ordinary people, dressed in the poor, ugly clothing 
of workers. All the rest were civilians, including eight women and 
three small children. Two groups, apparently families, had fallen 
together, the children cradled in the women’s arms. Several of 
them, including one small girl, had terrible head injuries: only her 
face was left. Survivors have told how they saw Armenians shoot-
ing them point blank as they lay on the ground.

The Times, 3 March 1992,
“Bodies mark site of Karabakh massacre”
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Azerbaijan charged yesterday that Armenian militants massacred 
men, women and children after forcing them from a town in Na-
gorno-Karabagh last week.

Azerbaijani officials said 1000 Azeris had been killed in town of 
Khojaly and that Armenian fighters then slaughtered men, women 
and children fleeing across snow-covered mountain passes.

Armenian officials disputed the death toll and denied the massacre 
report.

Journalists on the scene said it was difficult to say exactly how 
many people had been killed in surrounding areas. But a Reuters 
photographer said he saw two trucks filled with Azeri corpses, and 
a Russian journalist reported massacre sites elsewhere in the area.

Azeri officials and journalists who flew briefly to the region by he-
licopter recovered the bodies of three dead children who had been 
shot in the head, Reuters said, but Armenians prevented them from 
retrieving more bodies.

There were growing signs that many civilians were killed during 
the capture of Khojaly.

By Paul Quinn-Judge, Baku, Azerbaijan

The Boston Globe, 3 March 1992
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Footage shot by Azerbaijan Television Sunday showed about 10 
dead bodies, including several women and children, in an impro-
vised morgue in Aghdam. An editor at the main television station in 
Baku said 180 bodies had been recovered so far. A helicopter flying 
over the vicinity is reported to have seen other corpses, while the 
BBC quoted a French photographer who said that he had counted 
31 dead, including women and children, some who appeared as 
though they were shot in the head at close range.

Meanwhile, the mayor of Khojaly, Elmar Mamedov, said at a news 
conference in Baku that 1000 people had died in the attack, 200 
more were missing, 300 had been taken hostage, and 200 were 
injured. Armored personnel carriers of the 366th spearheaded the 
attack, Mamedov charged, and cleared the way for Armenian ir-
regulars.

The exact number of victims is still unclear, but there can be little 
doubt that Azeri civilians were massacred by Armenian Army in 
the snowy mountains of Nagorno-Karabakh last week.

Refugees from the enclave town of Khojaly, sheltering in the Aze-
ri border town of Aghdam, give largely consistent accounts of 

By Helen Womack, Aghdam, Azerbaijan

The Age, 6 March 1992
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how Armenians attacked their homes on the night of 25 February, 
chased those who fled and shot them in the surrounding forests. 
Yesterday, I saw 75 freshly dug graves in one cemetery in addition 
to four mutilated corpses we were shown in the mosque when we 
arrived in Aghdam late on Tuesday. I also saw women and children 
with bullet wounds in a makeshift hospital in a string of railway 
carriages.

Khojaly, an Azeri settlement in the enclave mostly populated by 
Armenians, had a population of about 6000. Mr. Rashid Mamedov, 
Commander of Police in Aghdam, said only about 500 escaped to 
his town. “So where are the rest?” Some might have taken prison-
er, he said, or fled. Many bodies were still lying in the mountains 
because the Azeris were short of helicopters to retrieve them. He 
believed more than 1000 had perished, some of cold in tempera-
tures as low as minus 10 degrees.

When Azeris saw the Armenians with a convoy of armoured per-
sonnel carriers, they realized they could not hope to defend them-
selves, and fled into the forests. In the small hours, the massacre 
started.

Mr. Nasiru, who believes his wife and two children were taken 
prisoner, repeated what many other refugees have said - that troops 
of the former Soviet army helped the Armenians to attack Khojaly. 
“It is not my opinion, I saw it with my own eyes”.
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Khojaly used to be a barren Azeri town, with empty shops and tree-
less dirt roads. Yet it was still home to thousands of Azeri people 
who, in happier times, tended fields and flocks of geese. Last week 
it was wiped off the map.

As sickening reports trickled in to the Azerbaijani border town of 
Aghdam, and the bodies piled up in the morgues, there was little 
doubt that Khojaly and the stark foothills and gullies around it had 
been the site of the most terrible massacre since the Soviet Union 
broke apart.

I was the last Westerner to visit Khojaly. That was in January and 
people were predicting their fate with grim resignation. Zumrut 
Ezoya, a mother of four on board the helicopter that ferried us into 
the town, called her community “sitting ducks, ready to get shot”. 
She and her family were among the victims of the massacre by the 
Armenians on February 26.

“The Armenians have taken all the outlying villages, one by one, 
and the government does nothing”, Balakisi Sadikov, 55, a father 
of five, said. “Next they will drive us out or kill us all”, said Dil-
bar, his wife. The couple, their three sons and three daughters were 
killed in the massacre, as were many other people I had spoken to.
“It was close to the Armenian lines we knew we would have to 

By Thomas Goltz, Aghdam, Azerbaijan

The Sunday Times, 8 March 1992
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cross. There was a road, and the first units of the column ran across 
then all hell broke loose. Bullets were raining down from all sides. 
We had just entered their trap”.

The Azeri defenders picked off one by one. Survivors say that Ar-
menian forces then began a pitiless slaughter, firing at anything 
moved in the gullies. A video taken by an Azeri cameraman, wail-
ing and crying as he filmed body after body, showed a grizzly trail 
of death leading towards higher, forested ground where the villag-
ers had sought refuge from the Armenians.

“The Armenians just shot and shot and shot”, said Omar Veyselov, 
lying in hospital in Aghdam “I saw my wife and daughter fall right 
by me”, he said.

People wandered through the hospital corridors looking for news 
of the loved ones. Some vented their fury on foreigners: “Where is 
my daughter, where is my son?” wailed a mother. “Raped. Butch-
ered. Lost”.
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The report of Memorial on the massive violations of human rights 
committed in the taking of Khojaly says of the civilians’ flight from 
the town: “The fugitives fell into ambushes set by the Armenians 
and came under fire. Some of them nonetheless managed to get into 
Aghdam; others, mostly women and children (exactly how many 
it is impossible to say), froze to death while lost in the mountains; 
others still, according to testimony from those who reached Agh-
dam, were taken prisoner near the villages of Pirdzhamal and Na-
khichevanik. There is evidence from inhabitants of Khojaly who 
have already been exchanged that some of the prisoners were shot. 
Around 200 bodies were brought into Aghdam in the space of four 
days. Scores of the corpses bore traces of profanation. Doctors on 
a hospital train in Aghdam noted no less than four corpses that had 
been scalped and one that had been beheaded. State forensic ex-
aminations were carried out in Aghdam on 181 corpses (130 male 
and 51 female, including 13 children): the findings were that 151 
people had died from gunshot wounds, 20 from shrapnel wounds 
and 10 from blows inflicted with a blunt instrument. The records of 
the hospital train in Aghdam, through which almost all the injured 
inhabitants or defenders of Khojaly passed, refer to 598 cases of 
wounds or frostbite (cases of frostbite being in the majority) and 
one case of live scalping”.

A report by Memorial, the Moscow-based human rights group

Svoboda, 12 June 1992,
“A tragedy whose perpetrators cannot be vindicated”

СВОБОДА
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Azerbaijan was a charnel house again last week: a place of mourn-
ing refugees and dozens of mangled corpses dragged to a make-
shift morgue behind the mosque. They were ordinary Azerbaijani 
men, women and children of Khojaly, a small village in war-torn 
Nagorno-Karabakh overrun by Armenian forces on Feb. 25-26. 
Many were killed at close range while trying to flee; some had 
their faces mutilated, others were scalped. While the victims’ fam-
ilies mourned.

By Pascal Privat with Steve Le Vine, Moscow

Newsweek, 16 March 1992, “The face of a massacre”
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While the details are argued, this much is plain: something grim and 
unconscionable happened in the Azerbaijani town of Khojaly two 
weeks ago. So far, some 200 dead Azerbaijanis, many of them muti-
lated, have been transported out of the town tucked inside the Arme-
nian-dominated enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh for burial in neigh-
boring Azerbaijan. The total number of deaths - the Azerbaijanis 
claim 1,324 civilians have been slaughtered, most of them women 
and children - is unknown.

Videotapes circulated by the Azerbaijanis include images of defaced 
civilians, some of them scalped, others shot in the head...

By Jill Smolowe with Yuri Zarakhovich, Moscow

Time, 16 March 1992, “Massacre in Khojaly”
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A foreign journalist in Aghdam saw women and three children, 
scalped and with their nails pulled out among the dead. This was not 
“Azerbaijani propaganda”, but reality.

Le Monde, 14 March 1992

Over the night from 25 to 26 February 1992 the Khojaly town (in 
Karabakh), inhabited mainly by Azerbaijanis, was subjected to the 
massive attack from the Armenian side. The units of the former So-
viet Union’s 366th infantry guards regiment took part in the attack. 
As a result, 613 persons dead, 487 wounded, 1275 imprisoned, 150 
persons are missing.

Коммерсантъ, 27 February 2002
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By Frederique Lengaigne

The Independent, 12 June 1992

Aref Sadikov sat quietly in the shade of a cafe-bar on the Caspian 
Sea esplanade of Baku and showed a line of stitches in his trousers, 
torn by an Armenian bullet as he fled the town of Hojali just over 
three months ago, writes Hugh Pope.

“I’m still wearing the same clothes, I don’t have any others”, the 
51-years-old carpenter said, beginning his account of the Hoja-
li disaster. “I was wounded in five places, but I am lucky to be 
alive”.

Mr. Sadikov and his wife were short of food, without electricity 
for more than a month, and cut off from helicopter flights for 12 
days. They sensed the Armenian noose was tightening around the 
2,000 to 3,000 people left in the straggling Azeri town on the edge 
of Karabakh.

“At about 11pm a bombardment started such as we had never 
heard before, eight or nine kinds of weapons, artillery, heavy ma-
chine-guns, the lot”, Mr. Sadikov said.

Soon neighbours were pouring down the street from the direction 
of the attack. Some huddled in shelters but others started fleeing 
the town, down a hill, through a stream and through the snow into 
a forest on the other side.



69

KHOJALY GENOCIDE

To escape, the townspeople had to reach the Azeri town of Aghdam 
about 15 miles away. They thought they were going to make it, un-
til at about dawn they reached a bottleneck between the two Azeri 
villages of Nakhchivanik and Saderak.

“None of my group was hurt up to then... Then we were spotted by a 
car on the road, and the Armenian outposts started opening fire”, Mr. 
Sadikov said. Mr. Sadikov said only 10 people from his group of 80 
made it through, including his wife and militiaman son. Seven of his 
immediate relations died, including his 67-years-old elder brother.

“I only had time to reach down and cover his face with his hat”, he 
said, pulling his own big flat Turkish cap over his eyes. “We have 
never got any of the bodies back”.

The first groups were lucky to have the benefit of covering fire. One 
hero of the evacuation, Alif Hajief, was shot dead as he struggled 
to change a magazine while covering the third group’s crossing, Mr 
Sadikov said.

Another hero, Elman Memmedov, the mayor of Hojali, said he and 
several others spent the whole day of 26 February in the bushy hill-
side, surrounded by dead bodies as they tried to keep three Armenian 
armoured personnel carriers at bay.

As the survivors staggered the last mile into Aghdam, there was little 
comfort in a town from which most of the population was soon to 
flee.

“The night after we reached the town there was a big Armenian 
rocket attack. Some people just kept going”, Mr. Sadikov said. “I 
had to get to the hospital for treatment. I was in a bad way. They 
even found a bullet in my sock”.





INTERNATIONAL
RESPONSE
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So far, the legislative bodies of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Columbia, the 
Czech Republic, Honduras, Jordan, Mexico, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Ro-
mania and Sudan, as well as from more than ten states in the United States 
of America have adopted parliamentary resolutions on recognition of the 
Khojaly genocide.

At its 39th session held on 20 November 2012 in Djibouti, the Council of 
Foreign Ministers of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) adopt-
ed a resolution recognising the crimes committed in Khojaly as genocide.

The Final Communique issued at the 12th session of the OIC Islamic Sum-
mit Conference held in Cairo in February 2013 calls upon member states to 
exert due efforts for recognition of the Khojaly genocide.

In its resolution of 8 December 2011, the Senate of Mexico stated that on 
26 February, 1992 units of the armed forces of Armenia attacked the civil-
ian population in the town of Khojaly of the Nagorno-Karabakh region of 
Azerbaijan and committed genocide by killing hundreds of people, as fully 
documented by numerous independent sources.

On 1 February 2012, the Foreign Relations Committee of the Senate of 
Pakistan adopted a resolution, in which it unanimously condemned the oc-
cupation of the territories of Azerbaijan and the genocide committed by 
Armenian armed forces in the Azerbaijani town of Khojaly.

On 22 April 2012, the Senate of the Republic of Columbia adopted a doc-
ument concerning the occupation of the territories of Azerbaijan. The doc-
ument classified the Khojaly events of 1992 as genocide, condemned the 
Armenian occupation of the territories of Azerbaijan and expressed support 
for Azerbaijan’s territorial integrity and internationally recognized borders. 

Over the past few years, the international community has 
made significant strides towards recognition of the geno-
cide in Khojaly.
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On 7 August 2013, the National Assembly of the Republic of Panama ad-
opted a resolution “On the occupation of Azerbaijani territory by Armenian 
forces”. The Assembly condemned in the strongest terms the occupation 
by Armenia of Azerbaijani territories and the human rights violations com-
mitted against Azerbaijanis in the course of the conflict, particularly during 
the the Khojaly Genocide of 1992. Furthermore, the resolution urged Ar-
menia to comply with United Nations Security Council resolutions 822 
(1993), 853 (1993), 874 (1993) and 884 (1993).

On 1 September 2014, the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Sudanese Na-
tional Assembly issued a “Statement on the Khojaly killings”. Recalling 
the Final Communique issued at the 12th session of the OIC Islamic Sum-
mit Conference held in Cairo in February 2013, the statement recognises 
the mass killings in Khojaly as an act of genocide and a crime against 
humanity, condemns the Armenian aggression against Azerbaijan, express-
es support for the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan and urges Armenia to 
withdraw its armed forces from the occupied territories in an immediate, 
full and unconditional manner.

The Houses of Representatives of more than ten states in the United States 
of America, namely, Arkansas (08.02.2013), Connecticut (16.04.20313), 
Georgia (24.02.2012), Indiana (03.03.2014), Maine (13.03.2012), 
Massachusetts (25.02.2010), New Jersey (25.02.2012), New Mexico 
(28.01.2013), Oklahoma (20.02.2013), Pennsylvania (20.03.2013), Ten-
nessee (19.03.2013), Texas (03.03.2011) and West Virginia (03.04.2013) 
adopted relevant documents recognising and commemorating the Khojaly 
Genocide. Those documents deplore the occupation of the Azerbaijani ter-
ritories by Armenian armed forces and the killing of over 600 innocent 
people in Khojaly and honour the memories of the victims. In resolution 
1594 of the Georgia House of Representatives, the name Serzh Sargsyan 
was mentioned in connection with the Khojaly massacre for the first time 
in documents adopted by American legislators.

For the readers’ consideration some of the mentioned resolutions are pre-
sented in the following section.



74

www.justiceforkhojaly.org

THE UNITED MEXICAN STATES
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Guided by the objectives and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, 
norms and principles of the international law principles, deputies of the House 
of Representatives:

- Confirm the respect and demonstrate support to sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of the Republic of Azerbaijan, recognized at international level;

- Call for the implementation of all recommendations, resolutions and dec-
larations of international organization, especially the four UN Security Council 
Resolutions (resolutions no. 822, 853, 874, and 884) regarding the Armenian-Azer-
baijani, Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, as well as for immediate, complete and uncon-
ditional withdrawal of Armenian armed forces from the occupied territories of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan,

- Condemn mass murder of civilians on nationalist and ethnic motives, espe-
cially in the city of Khojaly, during the Armenian-Azerbaijani, Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict, as crime against humanity and a threat to peaceful co-existence of nations, 
share deep sympathy with the victims of the tragic conflict and their families,

- Welcome the efforts of the Republic of Azerbaijan in restoring the sov-
ereignty over its territory with the aim of creating a premise to eliminate regional 
threats and international security,

- Notes the importance of speeding up the peaceful process within the Minsk 
Group of the OSCE to achieve lasting peace and stability in the region,

- Support the efforts of international organizations through government and 
non-governmental sectors which contribute to the achievement of a peaceful solu-
tion of the above-mentioned conflict and express full support the universal system of 
the rule of law, democracy, human rights and fundamental freedoms.

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Resolution on “Respecting and supporting sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Republic 

of Azerbaijan”



87

KHOJALY GENOCIDE

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN
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THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA
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THE REPUBLIC OF THE SUDAN
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HOUSE RESOLUTION
Recognizing the many contributions made by citizens 8 of the republic of 
azerbaijan and that it is in the 9 best interest of the state of arkansas to 
promote 10 relationships with the azerbaijani people.

SUBTITLE
Recognizing the many contributions made 15 by citizens of the republic 
of azerbaijan 16 and that it is in the best interest of 17 the state of arkan-
sas to promote 18 relationships with the azerbaijani 19 people.

Be it resolved by the house of representatives of the eighty-ninth general 23 as-
sembly of the state of arkansas:

WHEREAS, February 26, 2013, marks the 21st anniversary of the Khojaly 
27 Massacre in Azerbaijan, and the observance of this somber date inspires 28 
reflection by individuals across the globe; and

WHEREAS, on February 25 and 26, 1992, Armenian armed forces, 31 
accompanied by Russian military troops, occupied the town of Khojaly as part 32 
of the bitter warfare that had been taking place in the Nagorno-Karabakh 33 region 
since 1988; and

WHEREAS, when a large group of Azerbaijani civilians attempted to 
evacuate the area, they were fired on by the Armenian and Russian soldiers, 1 
resulting in the largest massacre of that bloody conflict; estimates of the 2 exact 
number of people killed vary from 160 to as many as 1,000, with many 3 women 
and children among the dead; and

STATE OF ARKANSAS 89TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY REGULAR SESSION,
HR 1004

By: Representatives Barnett, Hopper
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WHEREAS, the massacre was reported by major news organizations and 
has 6 been viewed by the Human Rights Watch as a violation of customary law 
7 regarding the treatment of civilians in war zones, and numerous governments 8 
around the world have condemned the attack; and

WHEREAS, this tragic event is a sobering reminder of the terrible 11 car-
nage that can be inflicted in wartime and the enduring need for greater 12 under-
standing, communication, and tolerance among people the world over; and

WHEREAS, the Republic of Azerbaijan and the United States of America 
15 are long-standing allies, both dearly cherishing the universal values of 16 free-
dom, democracy, and human rights; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Arkansas and the Republic of Azerbaijan enjoy 
a 19 strong, vibrant, and mutually beneficial economic relationship with the 20 
prospect of further growth; and

WHEREAS, it is the custom of the State of Arkansas to welcome all who 
23 come to our state, especially those who come in the interest of friendship 24 
and commerce; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Arkansas House of Representatives to 
27 recognize the contributions of our allies and the value of maintaining 28 ben-
eficial relationships with the allies of the State of Arkansas, such as 29 the con-
tributions made by the Republic of Azerbaijan and the value of our 30 positive 
relationship with this ally,

Now therefore, be it resolved by the house of representatives of the eighty-ninth 
general 34 assembly of the state of arkansas:

That the House of Representatives recognizes the many contributions 1 made by 
the citizens of the Republic of Azerbaijan and that it is in the best 2 interest of the 
State of Arkansas to promote relationships with Azerbaijan.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be sent to the United 5 States 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the President of the United 6 States 
Senate, the Secretary of State of the United States Department of 7 State, the Ar-
kansas Congressional Delegation, and Richard L. Morningstar, the 8 United States 
Ambassador to the Republic of Azerbaijan.
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WHEREAS, on the night of February 25-26, 1992, Armenian forces and 
Russia’s 366th motorized infantry division attacked the Azerbaijani town of Khojaly 
and brutally massacred its fleeing residents; and

WHEREAS, 613 civilians were tortured in freezing temperatures, including 
106 women, 63 children, and 70 elders, while hundreds more went missing; and

WHEREAS, 1,000 people received permanent health damage, 1,275 people 
were taken hostage, eight families were fully destroyed, and over 150 children lost 
one or both of their parents; and

WHEREAS, Armenia continues to formally deny any responsibility for the 
tragedy while President Serzh Sargsyan depicted the massacre as an act of revenge 
to “break stereotypes”; and

WHEREAS, the 1992 Khojaly Massacre did not get adequate international 
recognition and it is only appropriate that the victims be properly recognized and 
remembered.

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the house of representatives that the members 
of this body join in honoring the lives and memories of the victims of the 1992 Kho-
jaly Massacre as this year marks its 20th anniversary and express their deepest and 
most sincere regret at their passing.

Be it further resolved that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized 
and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to the public and the 
press.

STATE OF GEORGIA, HR 1594

By: Representatives Lindsey of the 54th, Taylor of the 79th, Collins of the 27th, and Holcomb 

of the 82nd

A RESOLUTION
Recognizing the 20th anniversary of the Khojaly Massacre and honoring 
the life and memory of its victims; and for other purposes.
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AN ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION
Commemorating the 19th anniversary of the Khojaly Tragedy in which 
more than 600 people were killed.

WHEREAS, The Nagorno-Karabakh War, lasting from 1988 to 1994, was a 
conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia over the disputed region of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh; and

WHEREAS, As part of that conflict, on February 26, 1992 in Khojaly, Azer-
baijan, over 600 people were killed, over 1,000 disabled, and over 1,200 civilians 
were taken hostage by Karabakh Armenian forces; and

WHEREAS, Many civilian bodies found in Khojaly after the fight were dis-
figured and mutilated, making this one of the most inhumane and barbaric battles 
of the war; and

WHEREAS, International organizations such as Human Rights Watch doc-
umented these killings and attributed responsibility for them to Karabakh Armenian 
forces; and

WHEREAS, To this day the conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia con-
tinues, with Armenian forces occupying Azerbaijan territory in the Nagorno-Kara-
bakh region; and

WHEREAS, Resolutions against Armenian aggression towards Azerbaijan, 
and the occupation of the Nagorno-Karabakh region by Armenian forces have been 
passed by the United Nations General Assembly and by the Organization of the 
Islamic Conference; and

WHEREAS, At the 13th session of the Organization of the Islamic Confer-
ence Parliamentary Union, the Khojaly Tragedy was officially recognized as an act 
of genocide; and

WHEREAS, February 26, 2011 marks the 19th anniversary of the Khojaly 
Tragedy; now, therefore,
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BE IT RESOLVED by the General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

1. The General Assembly hereby commemorates the 19th anniversary of the 
Khojaly Tragedy which occurred on February 26, 1992 and resulted in the needless 
loss of over 600 innocent lives.

2. Duly authenticated copies of this resolution, signed by the Speaker of the 
General Assembly and attested by the Clerk of the General Assembly, shall be trans-
mitted to the United States Department of State and the United States Ambassador 
to Azerbaijan.

STATEMENT
This resolution commemorates the Khojaly Tragedy which occurred on 
February 26, 1992 in Khojaly, Azerbaijan. The tragedy resulted in the 
death of over 600 people, the disabling of over 1,000 civilians, and over 
1,200 residents being taken hostage. Human Rights Watch has placed re-
sponsibility for the civilian deaths with Karabakh Armenian forces. While 
the active hostilities of the Nagorno-Karabakh War between Azerbai-
jan and Armenia that caused this tragedy have ended, the issues giving 
rise to the conflict remain in dispute and Armenia still occupies the Na-
gorno-Karabakh region. The United Nations and the Organization of the 
Islamic Conference have both passed resolutions condemning Armenian 
aggression in the area and calling on Armenia to respect Azerbaijan bor-
ders. The Organization of the Islamic Conference has even officially rec-
ognized the Khojaly tragedy as an act of genocide. The General Assembly 
commemorates the events of February 26, 1992 in recognition that this 
is a great tragedy for the Republic of Azerbaijan and Azeri people around 
the world.
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WHEREAS, the Nagorno-Karabakh War, lasting from 1988 to 1994, was a 
conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan; and

WHEREAS, on February 25 and 26, 1992, Armenian armed forces, accom-
panied by Russian military troops, occupied the town of Khojaly in Azerbaijan, kill-
ing over six hundred innocent civilians, including many children, women and the el-
derly, wounding more than one thousand people and taking more than one thousand 
two hundred civilians captive; and

WHEREAS, many civilian bodies found in Khojaly after the fight were dis-
figured and mutilated, making this one of the most inhumane and barbaric battles 
of the war; and

WHEREAS, international organizations such as human rights watch docu-
mented the killings in Khojaly, major United States and international news organiza-
tions reported on the horrific killings and numerous governments around the world 
have condemned the attack; and

WHEREAS, to this day, the conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia con-
tinues, with Armenian forces occupying twenty percent of Azerbaijan’s territory, 
including the Nagorno-Karabakh region and the surrounding seven districts; and

WHEREAS, resolutions condemning the occupation of Azerbaijan’s territo-
ry by Armenian forces have been passed by the United Nations security council and 
the United Nations general assembly; and

WHEREAS, this event in Khojaly is a sobering reminder of the terrible car-
nage that can be inflicted in wartime and the enduring need for greater understand-
ing, communication and tolerance among people the world over; and

STATE OF NEW MEXICO, 51ST LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED BY Debbie A. Rodella

A MEMORIAL
Commemorating the twentieth anniversary of the khojaly tragedy in 
which more than six hundred people were killed.
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WHEREAS, February 26, 2012 marks the twentieth anniversary of the Kho-
jaly tragedy;

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the house of representatives of the state of 
New Mexico that the twentieth anniversary of the Khojaly tragedy, which occurred 
on February 26, 1992 and resulted in the needless loss of more than six hundred 
innocent lives, be commemorated; and

Be it further resolved that copies of this memorial be transmitted to the United 
States congress, the United States department of state and the United States embassy 
in Azerbaijan.
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WHEREAS, the Nagorno-Karabach War, lasting from 1988 to 1994, was a 
conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan; and

WHEREAS, on February 25 and 26, 1992, Armenian armed forces, accom-
panied by Russian military troops, occupied the town of Khojaly in Azerbaijan; a 
large group of Azerbaijani people were attempting to evacuate the area when they 
were fired on by the Armenian and Russian soldiers; who eventually killed over six 
hundred innocent civilians, including many children, women, and elderly; more than 
an additional one thousand people were wounded and more than one thousand two 
hundred civilians were held captive; and

WHEREAS, numerous civilian bodies found in Khojaly after the fight were 
disfigured and mutilated, making this one of the most inhumane and merciless bat-
tles of the war; and

WHEREAS, international organizations such as Human Rights Watch docu-
mented the killings in Khojaly, major United States and international news organiza-
tions reported on the horrific killings, and numerous governments around the world 
have condemned the attack; and

WHEREAS, to this day, the conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia con-
tinues, with Armenian forces occupying twenty percent of Azerbaijan’s territory, 
including the Nagorno-Karabakh region and the surrounding seven districts; and

WHEREAS, resolutions condemning the occupation of Azerbaijan’s territo-
ry by Armenian forces have been passed by the United Nations security council and 
the United Nations general assembly; and

WHEREAS, this event in Khojaly is a sobering reminder of the terrible 
bloodshed that can be inflicted in wartime and the enduring need for greater under-

STATE OF TENNESSEE, HR 0048

By Towns

A RESOLUTION
To commemorate the twenty-first anniversary of the Khojaly Tragedy.
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standing, communication and tolerance among people the world over; now, there-
fore,

Be it resolved by the house of representatives of the one hundred eighth general 
assembly of the state of Tennessee, that we hereby commemorate the twenty-first 
anniversary of the Khojaly Tragedy in Azerbaijan.

Be it further resolved, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared for 
presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.
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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
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Recognizing the many contributions made by citizens of the Republic of Azer-
baijan and that it is in the best interest of the State of West Virginia to promote 
relationships with the Azerbaijani people.

WHEREAS, February 26, 2013, marks the twenty-first anniversary of the 
Khojaly Massacre in Azerbaijan and the observance of this somber date inspires 
reflection by individuals across the globe; and

WHEREAS, On February 25 and February 26, 1992, Armenian armed forc-
es, accompanied by Russian military troops, occupied the town of Khojaly as part of 
the bitter warfare that had been taking place in the Nagorno-Karabakh region since 
1988; and

WHEREAS, When a large group of Azerbaijani civilians attempted to evac-
uate the area, they were fired on by the Armenian and Russian soldiers, resulting in 
the largest massacre of that bloody conflict; estimates of the exact number of people 
killed vary from 160 to as many as 1,000, with many women and children among 
the dead; and

WHEREAS, The massacre was reported by major news organizations and 
has been viewed by the Human Rights Watch as a violation of customary law regard-
ing the treatment of civilians in war zones and numerous governments around the 
world have condemned the attack; and

WHEREAS, This tragic event is a sobering reminder of the terrible carnage 
that can be inflicted in wartime and the enduring need for greater understanding, 
communication and tolerance among people the world over; and

WHEREAS, The Republic of Azerbaijan and the United States of America 
are long-standing allies, both dearly cherishing the universal values of freedom, de-
mocracy and human rights; and

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA. HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 104

(By Delegates Walters, Ambler, Anderson, Arvon, Ashley, Barill, Border, Canterbury, Cowles, 

Eldridge, Ellem, Evans, D., Ferns, Hamilton, Hamrick, Hunt, Iaquinta, Marcum, McCuskey, 

Nelson, E., Pasdon, Raines, Shott, Smith, R., Storch, Stowers and Sumner)
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WHEREAS, The State of West Virginia and the Republic of Azerbaijan en-
joy a strong, vibrant and mutually beneficial economic relationship with the pros-
pect of further growth; and

WHEREAS, It is the custom of the State of West Virginia to welcome all 
who come to our state especially those who come in the interest of friendship and 
commerce; and

WHEREAS, It is the policy of the West Virginia Legislature to recognize 
the contributions of our allies and the value of maintaining beneficial relationships 
with the allies of the State of West Virginia, such as the contributions made by the 
Republic of Azerbaijan and the value of our positive relationship with this ally; 
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Legislature of West Virginia: That the Legislature of West Vir-
ginia recognizes the many contributions made by the citizens of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan and that it is in the best interest of the State of West Virginia to promote 
relationships with Azerbaijan; and, be it

Further Resolved, that upon its adoption, a copy of this resolution be sent to the 
United States Speaker of the House of Representatives, the President of the United 
States Senate, the Secretary of State of the United States Department of State, the 
West Virginia Congressional Delegation, and Richard L. Morningstar, the United 
States Ambassador to the Republic of Azerbaijan.





The International Awareness Campaign “Justice for Khojaly” was 
initiated on 8 May 2008, by Leyla Aliyeva, General Coordinator of 
the Islamic Conference Youth Forum for Dialogue and Cooperation.

The Campaign aims to raise international public awareness of the 
Khojaly Genocide, the root causes and consequences of the Ar-
menia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and the need for the 
soonest and unconditional withdrawal of Armenian armed forces 
from the Nagorno-Karabakh region and other occupied territories 
of Azerbaijan.

The Campaign makes use of a variety of communication tools and 
resources to reach out globally and deliver its messages, including in 
particular through the media, internet and live events. Events orga-
nized within the framework of the Campaign are designed to demon-
strate the strong opposition to massacres, ethnic cleansing, racial, 
ethnic or religious discrimination, express solidarity with the victims 
of the Khojaly Genocide and to underline the need for a fight against 
impunity for the crimes committed against Azerbaijani civilians in 
Khojaly. 

The campaign functions successfully in dozens of countries and so 
far more than 120 000 people and 115 organizations have joined 
the Campaign. Social networks, exhibitions, rallies, contests, confe-
rences, seminars and similar activities are other effective tools pro-
moting the Campaign’s goals.
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Images provided by the Ministry of National 
Security of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Military 

Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of Azerbaijan, 
State Commission of the Republic of Azerbaijan on 

Prisoners of War, Hostages and Missing People,
and Frédérique Lengaigne (TEAS Press)
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